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Toawvriter of a Booke 


rouching the Peſtilence : and his OpI- 
nion of the infection thercof. | 


FISH, Ir, it may be, that you may imagine, that 
(A YA wvpon ſome priuate mallice to your ſelfe, 
D al 0r friendſhip to your aduerſary , 1 haue 
Af taken a little more then pleaſing paines, 1 
to aunſwere ſome pointes in your Booke 
touching the Peſlilence , or the infection 
(4s yort hold it, ) thereof : tocleare all 
cayſes of ſuch ſuſpitton, I proteſt before God, your perſon, if 
I meete you, I knowe mot : your aduerſary I hane no ac« 
quaintance with, and therefore hane onely written, as I hope 
you will take it, out of a true faith in the mercy of God, to 
ſhewe you , your error , in more feare of the ſtroke of death, 
then faith in the mercy of the ſtriker : Herein, if I hagenot 
taken that good courſe that may be to Gods gorie biwex? 
forgine me: If in theform of my writing 1 haweqoned your 
patience, I wiſh it more toyour pleaſure , ſo that itbe no leſſe. 
t0 Gods pleaſure : therefore as it is, leaning it to your diſcre- 
tion 10 conſider , and your patience to diſeet , 1reit in bro- 
therly charitie. | 


Your friend, 


W. T. 
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An opinion touching thePeſtilence: drawne 
into certaine heads, 


S234, N Primis, Kings 8 Queensought 
$2) | tobe thenurſing fathers and mo- 
2 thers of acottimon=-wealth;by ſet= 


©! leadingofa Godly and quier life: 
>| and therefore Miniſters muſt not 
come among the ſickeof the peſti- 
| lence,to comfort them with the al- 
ſurance of Gods promiſes for their eternall life. A 
pitiful Aſſertion: when the King hauing ſet downe 
all good ordersas well for the magiſtrates inrelie- 
uing the pore,as forthe miniſters in viſiting the ſick; 
the mapiſtrate ſhould do his office, but the miniſter 
ſhould not. How vncharitable is this Application, 
and how vnfitly laide downe,lI leaue to your ewn 
iudgement. A. ey 
Item,youſay,that David was carefull for hispeo- 
ple, when the peſtilence raged: but I wattld you 
would marke the nature of his care for thertyafarſt in 
the choiſe of his puniſbmcr,to be inflicted vpowhim 
and his people, hechofeto fall into the hands ofthe 
Lord. for ſaid he, heismercifull : firſt heſhewed his 


religion, in his faith inthe mercy of God,and there- - 


forc he choſetofall into the hands of God,rather 


then into the hands of mcn , Whom he knew _ 
> Iv 


ting downe of ordersfor the good. 


Az opinion touching the Peſtilence. 
full of cruelty: and againe,that for his deliuerance 
hce might onejy giue'glory to God and notto man, 
who becing-the-enemyvof Gad, inthe pride of his 
owne imagined power, would forget, yeaand be 
rcady to blafphemie God, as ifthat he had not bene 
able ro deliuer hisowne people: thertore left hethe 
choile of (word, and famine, which might hauc en. 
forced;his people ta have fled to y enetnieSof-God 
for their reliefe and ſafety, where they thight pcr- 
hapshaue bin cruelty intreated, and{o/God in their 
miſery blaſphemed . Now for him ſelfe, by ſword 
or famine to dic, himlclfe ſhould haue bgne-liketo 
haue ben rather the laſt then the farſt ,thatſhoylt! 
hauc periſhed : but ſuch was herein his totifto his 
ople, that he rather choſe the peſtilence, in which 
imſelfe mighttall before his people, then the other 
by which his people might perith before him, Laſt- 
ly his wiſedome he ſhewed, inthat he would rather 
haue his people in their diſtreſle humbly run to god 
in their prajers for comfort, then vnto man in their 
feares for-rcliefe : for ( ſaid he ) God is merciful: 
gherein-hegauec glory vnto God, in that hee would 
nuſe that kind of affliction, in which his people 
ſhouldnotfecke vnto man, but onely vnto Godtor 
theircemfort: this I ſay was a good care in Dawa,he 
choſegst that by which hee might be preſerued by 
flceipg frothem, butthat, by which he might rather 
louingly dic among the : which proued the nature 
ofagoodKing,&lo 1 thinkwould proucthe nature 
of a good paſtor or Miniſter,rather in loue knowing 
thar God is mercifull,to adueture death with chem, 


topreach thisvntothem, then in fearc ofdeath - ro 
ic 
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An opinion touching the Peſtilence, 
fie from them,and leaue no comfort in his preach- 
ing vnto them, or praying forthem, or with them, 
Againe, threeother good notes I hanegathered 
fro thedelinerer of this point, by areuerend &lear- 
nedman,in that picce of fcripture .From whecethe 
Peſttlence came:it came from God:for, hee ſaide, I 
willſendthe Peſtilenceamong ye- then ro whomit 
was ſent, to the [ſraclites : ſo that this maybe our 
comfort, that we are the 7ſrae// of God ; thongh 
hee haue ſent this Peſtilence among vs : for God 
can , and doth make that puniſhment which is 
the reward of the wicked ,a fcourge forhis people: 
then ifhe ſendit, who can auoideit ? Itisan Arroiv 
thar flieth in the day throughthe aire, fo ſwiftly 
that none cat} ſee it; and it walketh in the night 
where none can' beholdeit : and from Daz, th 
Berfheba ;trom cittieto cittie, and. from .country*t> 
country, where none whom he will'ſtrike can ſcape 
ittand whither theri will you flic from itzif inthe) 
houfe, he is there: if in the field, he is there 7ifany!! 
whete; he is enety where : andtherefore,ifhee wilt 
ſtrike, thete is no flying from him; Nowthehitd 
SEIRRS - . \"-.-$* 
point, how long itcontinued, from the'morning 
till the appointed time : when was the tithe, ga- 
thered out of djuers places in ſcripturegas out, 
Pxodus, and Teremy ,till the time ot the iemblic of 
the people, when they did offer vptheir prajers,and. 
facrificevnto the Lord now what effect of come”; . 
fort faithfull prater hath i the metdy ofthe Al- © 


mighty, the Scripture ſhewethiintmnany places; diff 
not cAoiſes ſtand before God,and with praitrrurne 
the wrath of God into mercy, euenwhen he had 

%E B deter- 
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Anopiniontouching the Peſlilence. 
determined to conſume them at once: did not Phi. 
zeasand vp andpraie, and theplague ceaſed ? oh 
then is notthe ſame God our God? hath not he the 
ſame mercy, and ſhall notthe hearts and faithfull 

1! praicr of the miniſter haue the ſame cftet ? why 
1! ſhould hefeare ? you know that death is the reward 
and wages of finne, ſo thatall muſt die, butthe ſting 
of death,which is the curſe of the Jawe,is ſwallowed 
vp in viRory , inthe dcathofour Lord leſus Chriſt 
toall belecuers : oh then rather feare the death of in- 
Edclity in the mercy of Godto preſerue you from 
the ctcrnall death, then feare mercy in the will of 
God, inpreſeruing youfrs this naturall death. And 
ſomuch to your allegation of Daxids care ouer his 
cople: which was greater,in chuſing the peſtilence 
der {woord or famine, then it could bein 
reſcruing them when the ſickenes raged, for that 
= was no Phiſitian, that could curethem : buthee 
andalltheminiſters if I may ſo tearme them,in a ho- 
ly aſſembly praicd with th&,and for them, and then 
the plague ceaſed:ſurely Iam perſwaded that if you 
will dae.ſo,pray with them,and forthem, the diſcaſe 
will CER cr lexuc them,and not comeneere you, 
then if you runnefromthem, for feareto die with 
them. Andthus much torthis point. 

Ifyon faje, that if authority had ſooner looked 
vntothe taking of good orders, when there were 
but few infeRed houſes, there would haue followed 
Godknoweth, for Ithinke you know not what : for 
canthe prouidenceof man, hinder the purpoſe of 
God? no: andifhe ſay, Iwill ſend the peſtilence a+ 

-- _ mongyc,andyou will ſay good orders ſhall keepe it 
| away, 


An opinion tonching the Peflilence. 
*away, this is to contradidt Gods will : I find that 
| praier hath power to procure comfort in the mer- 
cy of God, forthe ſtaying ofthe proceeding ofhis 
wrath concciued againſt man, but no deuiſc of mas 
witcanalterthe will of God. Furthermore,our phi- 
firians ſearching into the natures of diſeaſes, finde a 
ſupernaturall cauſe in the ſecret will of God hidden)! 
from vs in this peſtilence, whichthey cannot finde, 
and then the cauſe being not found , how ſhouldit 
be preuented? che beſt or the worſt that we can find, 
is our ſfinnes for which weare iuſtly puniſhed, and 
mercifully, in that wee fall not into the hands of our 
encmies,by [woord,nor runneto them for reliete by 
famine, but haue comfort in his mercy, to runne 
onely tohim who hath ſtroken vs, that he canand- 
will heale vs : and therefore if wee doe repentvs of 
our finnes , which hate procured his wrath againſt 
vs, he will repent him of the euill, which isourpu- 
niſhment, and in mercie confort vs. Pray then for 
mercie and flie not from mercie: for faithin the 
one, is berter then feare inthe other. | EP 
Item , for goers abroad, you ſay that oo; Ko he #4 p-'. 
patiently to keepe theirhouſes,and not be offenſ1ue 
totheir brother: for Pa#/ſaid he would neucreate 
flcſh,ratherthen hee would offend his brother : and 
ſurely ſo Ithinke would a faithfull miniſter of Gods 
word. rather neyereate fleſhenor fiſhe, then'refuſe 
to giuewhat comfort he might vnto his brother. A» 
aine,in the time of Meciſes,the prieftes did viſitethe = 
ouſes of the ficke, thatby them, the magiſtrates of 

the citties might haue true information, who were 


infected with the leproſic, that care mightby them 
B a be 


$ 2.1q- 


Anopinon touching the Peſlilence. 


be taken as wellfor their cottages, farre fromthe in. 


habitants, as for theirreliefe there, Andif you will 
hauethe miniſters flie from them, and giueno in- 
formation of them, bur leaue the tothe wide world, 
orto Gods pleaſure, then, ifthe magiſtrates viſite 
them, and giuethem reliefe, they are the miniſtey 
of Gods word.(o farre as extendes in cffetof chart 
ty : & thoſe miniſtersare ina kind butfugitues, that 
flic from them,and fo keepe from them the.comfort 
of Gods mercie, to be deltyeredby them vatothe 
ſicke,out of his holy word. | 

Item, you ſay, that thc infetion of the peſtilence 
which you take to be infedtious, may hang vpon 
garments orin houſes, God knoweth how long. 
Tothis Ianſwer, that the airc is of ſo ſubtilla nature, 
& the power of God ſoabſolute, that he can,& doth 
conuey it through the aire, to whom, .in what; and 
when he will: forthe peſtilenceis calledan arrow 
that flicth ſwiftly, then it Jieth nw ,.but lit 
pleaſeth God to hauc his Angell to ſhootc it, Now 
the quiuer may be the aire,the place,cither houſe or 
garment; yea and the open fielde: for doth not God 
ſtrikeas wel in the country as inthe citie*in phe field 
doth not diuers fall , as well as inthe houſes, and 
whither then will you flieto eſcape it : when hje & 
vbig, Dets, God 1 0 andcuery where :inhis po- 
wer, his will, & his mercy. Naw forthe infection of 


' thepeſlilence, ifas you fay itis, be mortall, andyet 


diuers that conuerſe with thediſcaſed, docneither 


_ die,nor are ficke, then ſurely the infeion is notge- 


nerall. but vnto thoſe whom he will haue it touch: 


and then is itanarrow that hee cauſeth to be puld 
out 


| An opinion touching the-Poſtjlence, 
outof one-to wound/an-ather; and hen note his 
promiſe, thatherthatreſteth,yndexthewinggof the 
almighty,chearrow that flicth inthe noone day,nor 
the pcſtzlence that walketh in the night, ſhall come 
nigh thee : buildethen on this, promiſe tothefaith- 
full; be faithfull inhis promiſe, and. feare not his 
wrath: doe thine office lovingly inthe ſeruiceof the 
Almighty, and fearenotthe promiſe of his mercie- 
The Pſalmift ſaieth,ifT walke throughghe ſhadow of 
grath, yet will Ifeare no hurt, for the Lord willwp- - 
hold me. Again,ifathouſand fallonthy right hand, 
andten thouſande on thy left;;yet ſhall itnotcome 
nighthce. Now is not thisſicknes in amanner the / 
ſhadoay of death? when death:itſelfe is:ſo;neerc,and '! 
yet you ſee Dauid feared itnot;, anditdidnottouch 
him:and why 2 becauſe his faithin Gods, mercy did 
vphold him.: þe then rather faighfull then fearetull, 
leſtyou fall, when youthinket@hce held vp+: ill, cl 
liem, whergyou ſay that miniſters ſhould give G .18 
them ſelues ro Prazer ,and preaching ; andnotad- 
uenture theirliucs in viſitivgthe ficke-: lopke vhto 
the worke of our maiſtes,Chriſt Iefus;he:was (ure to 
ge; to heale vsafourſinnes: andfhall his miniſters 
through the feare of death for their ſinnes, refuſe to 
+ comfort the ſicke with the ſpirituall foode of their 
ſalvation? God forbid. - .. _ . « 
Ttew, youſay that faith ſcrueth rather to eternalſal- — 7/p-57- 
uation, then temporall preſeruation; wherein Fam 
perſwaded you aregnuchdeceiyed:for,itftrom a Ma- 
wr ad Minor,ſurely a Minor,qd Maior,if our ſoules by 
faith in ChriſtIeſys be preſerued fromthe diuell,no 
doubt but our good God will as well regard our 
TE faith, 


An opinion toxching the Peſlilenee, 
faith in the preſeruatis of our bodies. Againe, when 
the Centarion did entreat Chriſt Icfus to heale his 
ſeruant,ſaying,thatif he would, he could, what was 
Chriſt his anſwer vntohim,onely beleene: whoan. 
ſwered, 0 Lord ifthou wiltI ſhall belecue, O me 
.my vnbeliefe. And his ſeruant was made wholethe 
fame houre. Now was not this worke of Chriſt a 
remporall bleſſing vnto the ſicke ſeruant, vpponthe 
faith of his maiſter ? | 
$-% New, where to prouc infetion, youalledge theſe 
words; I will ſend the peſtilence among you: if you 
note it well, he (2id not I will make one deſtroiean 
other of ye,butI wil ſend itamong ye: ſo thatſo ma 
ny as it pleaſed him,ſhould be ſtriken with it : wher- 
ofnoneeſcapeit. And where you hold irnoifome, 
therefore infeftious ;let meanſwer you, that many 
ſores arenoiſome, but not infectiue, and ſo maybe 
the plague ſore, for that many conuerſe with the 
ſicke, andarenot infefted : thoughother whomir 
plcaſcth God to ſtrike, doe receiue it, cither with 
them,or fromthem:but,as the Lord ſaid, becauſe ye 
ther your ſclues into the citties , to eſcape the 
ord,l will ſenda Peſtilence among yee* ſo hethat 
Aijeth fromthe citties, and ſlacketh his dutic inthe 
ſeruiceof God, though many eſcapethePeftilence, 
yet may he fall vpon the ſwordof athicfe, ora mur- 
chcrer.inthe fielde : let therefore the faithfull, doe 
 theirdutics inthe ſeruice of God, wtihout ſinfull 
fearc in the mercy of God: for totcach andpreach 
the workes of charity, asto viſitethe ſicke, andto 
feedethe —__ yet todo neither ofthem,butto 
p 


fiefromthem, how is God pleaſed, when his word 
: is 


Ano#pinion texehiug the Peſlilence. 
35no better made good in his miniſters ? 
1ters, itis farre fetcht and too neerefor any fitnes 
applied, that becauſe Pan! was called apeſtilent fel- 
law for ſowing of ſedition, therefore the plague or 
eſtilence is infectious: why «das wasa more peſti- 


lent fellowe, that betraied his maiſter tothe Iewes, 


whoſe death hath brought many plagues vpon the 


Tewes,but yet proues not thatthey came from 1udas:. 
forthe peſtilence hath deſtroied many thouſandes. 


fince his death : and ther*fore iris approued a very 
ſtroke of Gods wrath,and not a naturall infection, 


Tem, where you ſay God forbad adultery, it was. 


not for fearc of the poxe. I belecue you, for Iknowe 
he ment for feare ofthe infection of.the ſoule : ſo ſet 


me ſay to you,if you wil feareany plague, feare infi-. 
delity and diſtruſt in Gods mercy , a foule diſeaſe in 
the ſoulc:if Peter had bin ſo weake of faith,hewould 


never haue walked to Chriſt vpon the water. 
Item, you will haue the people come to church, 
when the miniſr is out of towne, and yet againe 


aftera ſort, notbut when heis.in towne, asthough | 


hee broughta preſeruation for them, when hee.isa- 


fraide to tarry with them za pitrifull -proofe 'of a. 


weake faith. 


kem , an other obſeruatiue weake point youly - 


| downeyto proue the plague infectious, that;heraule 


the poore in Allics die moſt, therefore the difegſe is* 
wr? 


infeious , are not the poorethe greateſt nunk 
and therefore they are moſt ſcene to die : butifir 


werethrough the cloſenes of their houſes or ill aires, 
why, they hauc had the ſame houſes, andthe ſame 


ares long agoe,but his ſtroke God defered till now: - 
B 4 for -- 
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Anvpinitx rouching the Peftilence, 
for what cadſe more then our finne, we Tan not* 
finde;but muſt leaueto his ſecretiudgment; and doe 
notinthe cuntries inlarge houſes, vſtng all preſetua- 
tives that my befoimd ; many rich-men dic ofthe 
peſtilente, when perhaps euen wich the death of 
neſecenſith; whereisthenthe infetion? 
Item,wvhereas you ſay thatall Magiſtrates, altDi- 
uines, andallwiſe meri/dochold ittor ceftaine, that 
theprſtilenec js infectious; 1 ſce yow are butayorig 
oamfter thus tothrow at all, or {etall. For whereas 
you lay alli it be all your wit, youdocilltoſct itall,I 
mean in ſetting down an vntruth;foral are not ſo; al 
do'not thinke fo 3 for many Faithfull; both Miniſters 
and Masiſtrates'doe thinke otherwiſe, by whom 
the ſickeare viſt red, andthe poorerelieucd; Godbe 
elorifedin it, and forir. Now for all thoſe thar are 
more fearcfullthen faithfull ; arid are wiſer fortHeir 
bodics then'their ſoules : ifthoſ@beyout all, Iwold 
to God there were feweror none atall, that would 
continue in your fleematick humof;, for fearcofa 
bloddy Error. And this much to __ P // AS PRD 
-Nievw, wherein this AN, and All whafels-to altor' 
nio/800d putpoſe, you anſwer your ſelfe; 1 inthebe-! 
halte of an other , or Nemo, I knowe not whither: 
withalledging King Azrippa to Paul: intheſe words 
thoW-haſt” Almoſt? perſyaded mee to 'becottie® 
ClyMian,ſo you hauc almoſt changed my minde.l 
amid to ſce you ſet Jowne Alntoſt for your op»! 
nioktfor, Almoſt a man,is'no man; Almoſt #Schol-' 
lef2is no Scholler. Almoſt aDivine' isH16 Dibine. 
Fora man that lacketh hae his limbs is buthalfea 
man, & ſo ina manef, noman. -AScholler, tat ark 
rc 


An vpixion touching the peflilente, | 
ed but halte his rules, is but halfe a Scholler, andfo 
q#aſi, no [{choller : anda Diuine, that Iacketh faith 
and charity,is but halfea Diuine, and ſo no Diuine. 
I doe not ſay, that you are (o, but I pray for you, as [ 
wiſh you to doe for me, thatneither ot vs be ſozand 
ſo to your Almoſt, Whatſoeuer you beleeue your 
ſelfe in this,l beleeue you,as many other docin this, 


- nuthingatall, 
tem , you holdan opinion, thata fearcfull con. 


ccit may be cauſe of the diſeaſe , why then , when 
you preach in the Church, or walke in the ſtreete, if 

ou but conceiue that you come neerc any one 
whoſe garment you may bur thinketo be irfeed, 
may you not take the ſickneſſe as well as in the 
houſcs?but put away that feare,it is too ſinful; finne 
isthe cauſe ofall feare. 

Kems,you alledge Eſay in Malampartem, toan euil 
end : that God doth rather reſerue then preſerue 
ſome toa heauier iudgement;forſay yon, he will not 
ſtrike them with death, till they haue done him all 
the ſeruice,thatin his ſecret will he hath ſet downe : 
why then doe you feareto die,till you haue done all 
the ſeruice that he hath ſet downe for youto doe ? 
but will you not doe the dutie of charitic in your 
. placeand calling in his ſeruice, becaute you will not 
betaken away when youare in doing of it? this is 
ſtrange Engliſh. 

Item, you fay that Pauland leremy were preſerued 
to viſitthe ſicke,and would you haue Miniſters pre- 
ſerued to flic from them ? there is ſmall reaſon in it, 
methinketh. 


Tem, toyour preſent and abſentin body & ſpirit : > 


what- 
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, An opinion touching the Peſtilence. 
whatfocuer you inferre , vpon your opinion, I 
thinke that you will inde, thattothe ſpirituall feaſt 
the true and harty ſeruice of God, all his ſeruants » 
muſt come : neither oxen, farme., nor wife muſt ex. 
culc, infection, ſwoord, nor fire, muſt be feared : for 
it is the wordof God. Hethat will ſaue his life for 
himſelfe ſhall loſeit, and he thatwill loſe it for my 
ſake ſhall ſaue it: teare then in your owne idlenes, 
or natural] loue to preſerue it, and fearenot in your 
louc to God, and in his ſeruice to loſe it : for itis too 
greate a proofe ofa weake faith, to diſtruſt Gods 
mercy inpreſeruing thoſe thatin loue to him, doe 
their dutieto his : and rather to runne away from 
them, and not to come neere, for teare to goe to him 
with them. | 

I9+'% New, wheras you ſay that Chriſt ſaid, letthe dead, 
bury the dead, and folio thou me, will you there. 
fore,through feare of death for your ſinnes, forbeare 
tocomeat Chriſts people, when they are liuing: 
Godforbid.Itis ftrangeto me thata mi of your pro- 
feſſion , who can ſo much mudge of the vanitiesof 
this world,&the miſeries of thislife, with the yncer- 
tainticof the time, place or meane, how, where, or 
when to leaueit , ſhould fo farre be in loue with 
it,as to ſecke ſo much by excuſes euen out of the 
Scripture to preſeruc it : butleoke alittle better into 
the booke of God, and vic it more to your eternall, 
then temporall comfort, ſtudy rather, to glorific 
Godinan humble and ſtedfaſt faith , then bean ill 
example in your ſelfe and your writing , ofafſin- 
full feare. 

20 ,..;z tem, you ſay that God releructh rather then pre- 

v ſerueth 


iſt . 
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ſerueth ſome to a heauier iudgement: it is ſaide he 
reſerueth him in his waies, itcannot berruly ſaid 
that God preſerueth any in their cuill waies: and 
take heede of judgement: for Godis merciful], who 
hath ſaid, 1will have mercie, on whom 1 will hane mercie 
and he preſerueth his ſeruants in all their waies: and 
doth notthe pſalmiſt fate ? TeachmeO Lord theway 
that 1 ſhall watke ins : (othatifa ſinner were out of the 
way, he will rather in his mercy bring him into a 
ood way, then in his furie deſtroy him in an euill;, 
and therefore being a good way in Gods ſeruiceto 
vifit his people in their ſicknes, fearenorttodicin it, 
but rather feareto runne away fromit; for by your)! 
faith, doth God knowe whether you be his ornot;!/ 
and by your workes doth the world knowe whether 
you be his or not: therfore that you may be knowne 
both to God,and to the world,to be the true ſeruant 
of God, doe the workes of charitie preached and 
taught by you, outof the woord of God: of which, 
ifviſitingthe ſicke, and feeding the hungry benot 
ſome of the chief, which will be remembredatthe 
eternall iudgement , Iam, which I am not, de- 
ceiued, O good fir, isit not better torunto touch 
the 'hem of Chriſtes garment to heale vs of our 
ſinnes, then to flie froma chriftian , and forbeare to 1 
viue him comfort, for feare ofthe infeRion of his |! 
garment?which can but bring him to Chriſt, which 
is the aſſurance of the faichfull , both in life, and 
death. 
- Moiſes\efethe Iſtaclites, when he ſaw them in their 
ſtubbornes fall from God : but will you haue Gods 
miniſters leaue his people without comfort, when 
CH they 
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they are going from the world? Moiſes withed-rathee 
to be put outot the booke of life, rather thenthe l(- 
ralites ſhould haue bene conſumed ; and wil you ra» 
therletthem die comfortles, then read the booke.of 
Godto them while they bealiue * God forbid. 
21+ ;3 Tiem,where youſay that the peſtilenceis inflicted 
chicfely vypon offendors - ſeehow-much youare de- 
cciued, except you will ſay thatthe finnes of the pa- 
xents are Jaide ypon the children : for, euen this 
—_ many thouſands of children,yea infants, 
aue fallenby the ſtroke of Gods wrath in this peſtt- 
lence, which by reaſon of their infancie, haue not 
had time, nor power to offend: atleaſt, inthe eye of 
the world? 

22.15 Item, where you ſay that the ſpitit of a man 
will ſuſtaine his infirmities : what may he be tobe 
thought of whoſe fpirit is ſo full of feare, that which 
is the worſt infirmitic ? for by your owne words, 
though inreſpeof ſecuritic it bea kind of childiſh 
heedfulnes, yertinreſpeRoffaith,itis necreakin vn- 
todiſpaire, which is a pittifull weakenes : now as to 
be conſtant in faith is a good ſecuritie, fo to be 
fearefull of mercy,is no fidelitic. 

15 Item,where you findit your care;to preach, but not 
to viſitthe ſick, remember whoſe miniſters youare : 

our maiſter Chriſt died, to preach and heale all that 
came ynto him, & will you not follow his example, 
thoughnotin healing, yetin comfortingofthemy ? 
24þ26 Item,wherec you ſay, husbands and wiues,maiſtets 

: and ſeruants, friends and neighbours. muſt viſit one 

an other, but Miniſters muſt not : by this then a Mt- 
niſter muſt ncither bea husband, a father, a friend, 
| nor 
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nor a neighbour, buronfya Miniſters bucas Chrift 
ſfayd, Who s my mother, my brother and ſitter ? They 
that heare my word and do thereafter" So do 1thinke 


them rrue Miniſters of Gods word, that preach the 


wotke of faith and charitie, and liue thereafter. 
Items, where you miſlike the thronging of the 
oore to burialls, it may be through alack of cha- 
ritie, which is a thing that moſt of them come 
thither'for, who ſceing; the great gaines-.of Mini- 
ers, -Claiks, and.Sextons, by the burialls-of the 
dead, would beglad among theirgreat feaſts to pick 
vpſome few crums among them. 
tem, where you ſay priſoners are to bevilited, 
et is none bound to goe into the Dungeon, ſo the 
ſickare to be viſited, but not ofthe plague: but you 
will finde a prophettfor the loue of God, endure 
che Dungeon, and you will finde a faithfull Mini. 
ſter viſite the ſick ofthe plague, and therefore allare 
not of your minde. | 
Item, where youſay that ſome infeed in going 
abroad will endanger athouſand mens liues, rather 
then want an houre of their libertic, or pleaſure, 
ſo, may one ſay, that ſuch a Miniſter as will flee 
from his pariſh , and leaue other to gather vp the 
commodities of burials, in the time of ſicknes, 
will rather aduenture the lofle ofathouſand foules, 
then endanger the hurt of his owne body to come 
forvethem.. .:: 21:57 |.1; 5 | 
tem , where. :you- ſaye, that-the Plague is 
contagious, yet it ſhall infet-none but whom 
& O D hath appointed : - what then ſhould the 
Miaiſter fearc- in viditing the. ficke £ If it bee 
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ihfe&ious and. he ndt afſpeinted to-receiue it, it 
ſhallnot hurt him :ifhe be appointed to it, he ſhaſl 


not cfcape it, for he cannot fiye from the will of 


God, and thercfore idle is that feare, that is incx-. 
cuſable. | 

tems, where you ſay, that in the death of the 
godly, God is glorificd in his wiſedome, to take 
themaway, leaſt they ſhould ſay they were deliuc- 
red by their owne righteouſnes. Why, I hope you 
areofa minde that no godly man will ſay ſo, but 
ſay rather with the Plalmiſt, There «& none that doth 


good, nonot one, we are all become wicked and abhomi- 


able: but for their deliuerance giue all the praiſe 
and glory vnto God, and ſay with his feruant, I 
trufled in the Lord, and he hath delinered me: My help 
zs only in the Lord, for of him commeth my ſaluation : 
Truſt in the Lord, for with him « mercy, and ſaluation 
and power belonzeth wnto God: therefore herein you 
were beſides the marke in aiming at Gods wile- 
dome,or in finding out the godly. 

Not todwelltoo long vpon anſweres toall your 
idleafſertions, let me thus conclude with you, that 
by all theſe 7rems, I finde the Snurmma totals grow to 
this point,that the feate of your owne death,is more 
then your deſire to comfort others in their life; 
which proues, that howſocuer you terme men to 
bemore like brute beaſtsthen men, in rather natu- 
rall ſence then reaſon, that all your reaſon in your 
bookes laid downe for your-opinion rouching the 


1|Peftilence, ſauours more of a naturall feare, thena 


ſpirituall faith ; but T will end with theſe few words : 


I 


A wife chooſeth her husband for-terme of life, 
i as 
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as well in ſicknes as in health, now, it but his finger 


be ſore, ſhall ſhe not dreſle it becaufe it is cither 


noyſome,or feares it to be infectious ? now ifall his 
members be diſeaſed, ſhall ſhe forbeare to come at 
him 2 God forbid, ſhe choſe kim in loue, and by 
him ſheliueth.So you being, oratlcaſtought tobe 
as a husband to the Church, whom inloue youare j| 
diuoted too, and hauevowed to liue with, and live 1 
by the Altar of it, if you be paid for the baptiſing, !! 
inſtruRing,and buriall of euery member as well old 
asSyong im it, will you in timeof ficknes runne from 
it, and not comfartit © then you muſt either take 
her for a whore, and no wife, whom you cannot 
loue;or proue an vnkind,or no husband,toleaue 
herin her moſt miſerie. Ohremember God 
and his Church, Grace and mercy, 
and build vpon faith, and 
kcare no ill. 


FINIS. 


Prerees by another Writer. 


Y Firſt, whether the promiſe made ofthe Lord in Leuit. 26. 3.4. 8c. and 
m Dcurt. 28. r1.2.3.&c. be apromiſe of bleſzing in outward thi 
according to -_ letter - _ > who I take it, doth propound rſt 
eemporaries, then vnder the ſame Ercrnals ; podlines hauin 
Tin 4 I—_ 

2. Sccondly, whether in Palme gr. x. 2, 3. &c. Dauid (a Prophet of 
the law) do not ſpeake according to the former law, er yyhcther ke had 
{orne new conceit in that ſpeech of proteQtion ? 

3- Third'y, whether Dauid therein pronuſing to others proteQion in 
Gods behoofe from ſuch cuill, do it nor from has owne expeience of the 
Lords faſtnes of promile ? 

4+ Fou:thly, vyhether the Lord ſo promiſing, do not voto fornc aford 
Ezth tor apprchending the ſame ? 

5. Ifhe haue to ſome afforded faith for apprehending that particular, 
Vyhether he hane novy cut oft his tre poth, or mg, ts@rme is that 
Particular ? 

6. If he haue ſhortned his hand vnto the Church now, then vyhar 
profit can vve haue of the former ſcriptures and many rheir hke, more 
then of ary humainc tory } 

7. Whether that Peſtlence vvEich Moſes and the Prophets c-ll Deber, 
be not in the fyrit place the Aroke ot Cod by his Anvell, and that from 
houſe to bouſe, country to country, aceording to that in Exod, ; 1.4. &c 
2+S4m. 2.4-15+16;&C? 

8. Fighty , vyhcther the corruption man recciueth from pefhil.g. 
ced-man,be a cauſe or an cfett of the Angels Afoke ? 

9. Ninthly, v+hether faſting and prayer be not the proper medicine 
for the Anoels ſtroke; and n turall medicane for the ſecond 2? 

19. W ketherthe Angels i[troke be infetious for begernng the peſt. 
lence Deber in another ? | 

11. Whether a man benot to be ſuſpeed of a falſe ſpimt, that ſs 
teacheth naturall corruption from mag to man 1n naturall cauſes, 75 theze- 
yith the Angels ftroke be put out of ipeech, and ſo out of remembraxce 
in the atof Deber peſtiſence? | 

12. - Whether they be not Angels of the Church ſent out in Gods wrath 
to this declining ape, ſowing a ſpiritual —_— in the ſoule, vyho = 
Angels from proteQting vs in our vvay, P:al.g1-11; aud correthpg ys be» 
ipg out of the yyay, 2.Sam.24.16.&C? 

12. Whether God do not ſom«times afford temporary bleſsings be« 
youd the promi'es apprehenſion ? 

14. Whether {ome of the Keprobate haue not the faith (commonly 
called miraculous? yyhereby great outward bleisings are cbruned ? | 

By law I may propound Qt ecres of Conſacnce, ar dpublique Mini- 
ſters that h.uc a good ccnicierce tov ards God ard this Church, 
they ovght to anſwere them, ſpeally, tecu'g io pany 'oulcs are 


woublcd vvith thele queſtions. 
FINIS. 


- 


a "ed 


- 


